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Interview with Huguette Allen
Retired Green Party Candidate

February 22,2010
Interviewer: Greig Crockett

Q. Huguette, you have been tremendously successful
as a political candidate and especially as a Green Party
candidate. You almost placed second in the last federal
election, raising the Green vote from 4 to 17%. Do you
think that success showed support for you or for the
Green Party?

Both. A lot of people really connected with what I have
been saying in this riding. They feel in their bones that
we can't continue on with "business as usual." Once
they hear about Green policies, people find they make
sense. Green policies work together so that what's
good for the economy is also good for our environment
and our health.

Q. In light of your political success, many people in
the Okanagan-Shuswap were surprised to read about
your resignation as the Green Party candidate. What
brought you to that decision?

When I ran in 2008 I was determined, if elected, to go
to Ottawa and do the best job I could. I firmly believe
that even one voice of reason can do a lot to bring
about the changes we need. However, since I moved to
BC from the East in order to be close to my sons and
their families, and given that I am now 62 and that the
grandkids are growing, I want to spend time with them.
With no immediate election on the horizon, now is a
good time to let someone else become known so Greens
can continue building strength for the next elections.

Q. You are reported as criticizing the ‘first—past-the-
post’ voting system. Why does it fail voters?

1t is a horse & buggy system designed a few hundred
years ago for a two party race. It doesn't work with
more than two parties. The fact is, there are more than
Just two points of view in today s complex world and
there are more than two political parties in this country.
When voter preference is divided between three or four
parties, we often find more people voting against the
elected party, than for it. The math is simple. If 30%
vote for the Red Party, 30% for the Green Party and
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40% for the Blue Party, the Blues are elected, even
though the 60% majority chose a different party. That's
not democracy.

Q. How would proportional representation improve
that?

Most democracies around the world have advanced
to some form of proportional representation that gives
a voice to the majority of voters. Greens are part of
the government in most of those countries. Many ideas
propagated by the Green Party have been implemented
in those countries and have proven to work. Yet in
Canada, with close to 1 million Canadians having
voted Green; 10,000 in this riding alone, Greens have
no voice at all. Ignoring diversity & in many cases the
majority, is an injustice.

Q. Wouldn’t that mean perpetual
governments?

1t would mean governments that better represent voters’
wishes and partnerships that represent majorities. It
was during one of those partnership governments that
Canada got Medicare. I think Canadians are happy
with that.

minority

Q. How can we change the system?

1 believe the only way is to educate voters so they can
understand it. Unfortunately, we see that the established
parties have nothing to gain from proportional
representation, so they spin it as something complex
that would leave us without leadership. In fact, it would
do the very opposite. People need to see that it works
by looking at countries that have it and then demand it.

Q. In your official press release, you say “Green
policies can solve the problems we face because they
are integrated”. What do you mean by that?

If we look at the major problems we face right now,
we see that they are all inter-related. I just bought the
book Storms of my grandchildren: The Truth About
the Coming Climate Catastrophe and Our Last
Chance to Save Humanity by James Hansen, director
of NASA. He points to the most urgent catastrophes
we must avoid, including; melting of the ice sheets
and disappearance of species that are associated with
climate change and our production of greenhouse
gases. Over the last year, governments have reacted
to the biggest economic recession since the 1930s.
But instead of shifting the economy away from ‘grey’,
polluting industries that make these problems worse,
they are handing them bail-outs. Green Policies
would turn blue collar jobs into green collar jobs.
By investing in innovative technologies that reduce
greenhouse gases in the automotive, energy and
construction industries, Green policies would stimulate
improvements in other sectors. Fixing the economy
would be integrated with fixing the environment, which
would contribute significantly to improving our health.

Q. You also say, “We can’t solve the healthcare crisis
unless we develop an economy that is good for us,
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instead of one that makes us sick”. Is that an example
of ‘integration’?

Yes, this is an excellent example! Let's look at how the
global food economy alone contributes to health, or
rather sickness. While a few multinationals such as
Monsanto make huge profits producing genetically
modified crops, chemical fertilizers, suicide seeds, and
pharmaceuticals - talk of vertical integration! They
invented it - local farmers can no longer make a living
producing food that is grown naturally. Force fed,
hormone and drug injected livestock, heavily sprayed
produce and the processed foods and drinks brimming
with preservatives that fill our supermarkets are linked
to obesity, diabetes amd cancers. Include all the
chemicals used by agribusiness and industry, and you
can add learning disabilities, reproductive problems
and a whole series of disorders to the ailments they
cause. GMOs are a new, unfinished experiment on a
scale never seen before. We know that rats fed GMOs
have diseased organs - what are they doing to us? To
our children? They re appearing in everything.

So while governments let corporations make
us sick, our tax dollars pay for increased healthcare
costs. And when we can no longer pay? The Private
health providers come in...

Q. How would a ‘Green’ economy improve that?
By making sure that our economic model is based
on what is good for people, not for corporations. We
have an opportunity to shift from an economic model
based on the unsustainable exploitation of resources to
a sustainable and resilient economic model based on
conservation and renewable resources;, a model that
advances the common good and ensures quality of life
for all Canadians.

Q. Many say that we are the problem. That we
simply consume too much.
Of course we do. If everyone in the world consumed as
much as North Americans, we’d need four more planet
Earths.Our one planet simply cannot support that
much consumption or garbage. And I wonder if people
are that much happier than we were in the 1960s when
this race for more stuff started?
But remember too,
influenced by the big corporations beaming advertising
at us constantly. By controlling major media outlets,
they have taken over our powers of critical thinking.
Instead of being masters of our own destinies, or
even democracy for that matter, people have become
purchasing pawns in the corporate game of influence.
Working for stuff takes time from living for
experience. We need to unplug the TV cables, those

that our habits are

umbilical cords to media mind control, and start
thinking again for ourselves. Education, culture &
experience are more durable than stuff.

Q. Do you think there is any possibility of Greens
being elected under the present system?

Yes. People sense we are on the brink of some major
disasters. They are considering alternatives.

Q. What are your plans for the future?

Protest. I will protest with citizen groups that fight
water pollution. 1 will work with organizations to
promote local, natural food production. I will stand
for human rights, medicare and social democracy.
I'm stepping down from the podium to pick up with
my grandchildren but I'm not stepping away from
advocacy.

Thank you, Huguette Allen, for this chat.
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THE BOOK SHELF
from the publishers

BROOKLYN'S FINEST March 5, 2010

Burned out veteran Eddie Dugan (Richard Gere) is just one week away from his pension
and a fishing cabin in Connecticut. Narcotics officer Sal Procida (Ethan Hawke) has dis-
covered there’s no line he won’t cross to provide a better life for his long-suffering wife
and seven children. And Clarence “Tango” Butler (Don Cheadle) has been undercover
so long his loyalties have started to shift from his fellow police officers to his prison
buddy Caz (Wesley Snipes), one of Brooklyn’s most infamous drug dealers. With per-
sonal and work pressures bearing down on them, each man faces daily tests of judgment
and honor in one of the world’s most difficult jobs. When NYPD’s Operation Clean Up
targets the notoriously drug-ridden BK housing project, all three officers find themselves
swept away by the violence and corruption of Brooklyn’s gritty 65th Precinct and its
most treacherous criminals. During seven fateful days, Eddie, Sal and Tango find them-
selves hurtling inextricably toward the same fatal crime scene and a shattering collision
with destiny.

LALYHA ROIMAL

LOUSY EXPLORERS

0-88971-230-1 .
Nightwood Editions i

GREENBERG March 26, 2010

Florence Marr (Greta Gerwig), an aspiring singer, is struggling to find her place in
the world. She works as a personal assistant to the Greenberg family, beginning and

5.25x 7.5 - 80 pages
Paperback - $17.95
May 2009

In this collection, husbands and wives stumble into
each other at the end of days, children find the wild
edges of suburbs, new mothers try to navigate through
a map-less terrain, and a relentless epidemic of bugs
eats away at the forest. The collection explores new
territory, both physically and emotionally—relocation,
the north, new marriage and motherhood—in a way
that is honest, raw and insightful.

Novelist and poet Laisha Rosnau is UBC O’s third an-
nual writer-in-residence. Sponsored by the Department
of Creative Studies, this program allows 16 selected
local writers to get free critiques on their work.

Public reading will be Thursday, March 4, 7 PM at the
Downtown Kelowna Branch of the Okanagan Region-
al Library, 1380 Ellis Street.

L L

fﬁr

ending each day tending to other people’s needs. In sharp contrast to the Green-
bergs’ bustling life in their elegant Hollywood Hills home, Florence lives alone in a
tiny studio apartment and sings at open-mike nights. When Phillip Greenberg (Chris
Messina) takes his wife and children on an extended trip abroad, Florence is sud-
denly left more to her own devices. She makes the occasional visit to their home to
check up on the family’s dog Mahler, and look in on Phillip’s brother Roger (Ben
Stiller), who has come to L.A. to housesit. Single and fortyish, Greenberg is intel-
ligent, witty, sharp-tongued — and, like Florence, something of a lost soul; he is at a
crossroads in his life. He has been working as a carpenter in New York after an early
career as a musician in L.A. petered out. His vulnerability immediately endears him
to Florence, who helps him navigate Los Angeles and take care of Mahler. What
begins as a courtesy to her employer develops into a charmingly eccentric and un-

Fortune Creek
Kennels

Open 7 Days a Week for Dog & Cat Care

e Indoor/Outdoor with in-floor heating
e Several play yards for individual attention
e Seperate small dog area
e Seperate cat building
e All rooms have music for a calm and
peaceful atmosphere

3779 Creamery Road, Armstrong

(250) 546-8639

expectedly significant connection.

World Community Film Festival Ready to
Roll - March 12, 13, & 14, 2010

Fasten your seatbelts for a whirlwind trip from Senegal to
Ecuador with stops in over 20 other countries along the
way! The 8th Annual Travelling World Community Film
Festival, featuring over 30 films, comes to two Kelowna
venues: Okanagan College’s KLO campus and UBCO.

Admission to all films is free, but donations are accepted
for the Kelowna’s Women’s Resource Center and the
Ki-low-na Friendship Centre. The Festival is also thrilled
to be joined by the Kelowna Community Seed Swap
which will take place Saturday from 10:00 to 3:00 in the
Okanagan College Student centre.

Programme guides will be available at Leo’s Videos
(on Pandosy), the Women’s Resource Centre, and the
Ki-Low-Na Friendship Society (both downtown). Film
descriptions and the schedule are also online at www.
worldfilmfestkelowna.net and announcements can be
followed on the World Film Fest Kelowna Facebook

page.

For more information call: 250-868-0900 or email
worldfilmfestkelowna@telus.net

16th Vernon International Film Festival
March 12-18, 2010

FRIDAY, MARCH 12 « 6:30 pm THE LAST STATION
SATURDAY, MARCH 13 « 6:30 pm AMREEKA
SUNDAY, MARCH 14 - 6:30 pm A SERIOUS MAN

MONDAY, MARCH 15 « 5:00 pm THE YOUNG
VICTORIA « 7:30 pm O’HORTEN

TUESDAY, MARCH 16 + 5:00 pm THE DAMNED
UNITED - 7:30 pm COOPER’S CAMERA

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17 « 5:00 pm ME AND ORSON
WELLES - 7:30pm THE PRIVATE LIVES OF PIPPA
LEE

THURSDAY, MARCH 18 + 5:00 pm A SINGLE MAN -
7:30 pm GOOD HAIR

All films will be shown at: Vernon Towne Theatre (The
Home of the Vernon Film Society)

2910 - 30th Ave, Vernon, B.C.
www.vernonfilmsociety.bc.ca
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NORTH of 50 Publications
(250) 546-6064
Toll Free: (877) 667-8450

email: sales@northof50.com
Fax:(250) 546-8914

Reach 100,000 plus
readers in the Thompson/
Okanagan/Shuswap region
with a free advertisement
up to $1000 Value: in our
classified section.

* Offer not open to businesses / commercial

Bai-le Accordian in case
$75.00. Parts and 3
new springs for Antique
Grammophone $50.00
each O.B.O. Phone 250-
495-7372

Little girl's white desk,
chair & night table,
excellent condition, $65.
Phone: 250-549-1798

1 standard  model
80"L x 35"W Pressure
Guard CFT (Constant
Force Technology) Air
Mattress. This mattress
is for those persons who
are bedridden and may
suffer from injuries from
a regular mattress. The
mattress cost $1,200.00
US three years ago and
was used for six months.
It was very comfortable
after having hip surgery.
Asking price is $500.00.

For more information
please call 250-546-
9991

11 imitations Olympic
medals from 1896
Athens to 1968 Mexico.
Exc, condition. Best
offer. 250-979-4315

Four long guns,
shotguns, rifle. Some
like new. $75 -$200. 1
8ft Truck Box Liner. Fits
2000 Chey, Ford, Dodge,
$50. 250.838.5980

5 horse rototiller and 3
horse rototiller both in
good running condition
$130.00 each Wanted -
Snowblower for parts any
brand Call 250-492-
8501 any time

Self propelled Troybuilt
mulching lawnmower,
$100 250-492-8501

Sony Mavica Digital
Camera $35, Pentax
Optio 30 Digitial

Camera, $45, Homeline
Microwave (Manual inc.)
$25, MTC Microwave
(Manual inc.) $30, Slow
cooker $10 250-769-
7735 or 250-769-3672

Wanted: Wheel chair lift
for older GMC van, 250-
766-9925

Quad cane, chrome,
adjustable, $30, Ladies
Tap Shoes, 2" heel,
straps 7 1/2, $25. Ladies

Bowling Shoes, navy
blue, 8, with bag, good
conditions, $15 250-498-
0454

X-country skis waxable,
Bonna 195 cm $15, plus
boots size 39 cm (7.5 to
8 ladies) $15. Pneumatic
knee high walker boot,
medium, for support
post surgery foot/ankle
procedures $60. 250-
549-2714.

Farm fresh free range
eggs for sale - $2.50 per
dozen (250) 546-9519

Weslo treadmill, folding,
electric, $260, Tony Little
Ab Lounger, complete
with DVD & warranty, $95
Black Cherry sideboard
for dining room, $200
Ashley Furniture round
coffee table 40" diameter,
wood, 4 drawers, $149
Folding Table 30 x 60",
$30, Camping equipment,
Coleman sleeping bag,
camping cot with air
mattress & pump, folding
chair - offers. (250) 554-
0377 Kamloops

CCM Pirouette Skates

North Of 50 Classifieds

Got something to sell”? We’ll

prlace your ad

- up to 25 words -

FREE! Max. $1000 value™ Space Permitting

Telephone #:

Mail to: Box 100, Armstrong, BC VOE 1B0
or email to: sales@northofS0.com
*This offer is available to individuals only and is not
available to businesses or commercial enterprises.
One ad per household - Maximum value $1000.
Over $1000 value or business / commercial ad: the rate is $12.00
for up to 25 words then each additional word @ 25 cents + GST
** Publisher reserves the right to refuse any ad.
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Jerry’s Antiques
and Things
Spring cleaning, \
Moving, I
downsizing? |
| CASHPAID for
| antiques, records,
collectables &
miscellaneous items.
Will buy whole
collections, household and
estate items.
809 George Street
Enderby, BC
(250)838-0644

\

Sz 7, White $25.00, Pink
Grad Gown 3/4 L w/
Gloves $30.00,

Solid Cedar Chest $150,
Burn Etched Logging
Picture 25x30in. $130.00
Ph: (250) 768-3671

7 LGE Wrebbet 3D
Puzzles each $k7.00
/ All for $40,Christmas
Lites Approx.400 House
Eave Blue, Misc All
$25 obo,Retro Platform
Rocker Gold Cover
$50, Ph: (250) 768-3671
Westbank

Photo Copier - Black
& White Mita DC 3060
Automatic document
feeder with a duplexer
and sorter. 8.5 x 11 and
8.5 x 14 paper trays.
Regularly serviced
under a maintenance
agreement. Great working
condition. Priced to sell at
$900.00 Armstrong, BC
250.546.8910

Rock Chucker Master.
Reloading Kit. Brand New!
$400. Revelstoke. Never
Used. 403.836.9908

Soloflex Home Gym.
Used once. Includes
Butterfly and Leg

extension attachments.
Plus two weight strap
sets. $1000. Revelstoke.
837-3741

Wanted:low mileage
import vehicle for son at
University 250-859-3640

Word Search Solution:

Marvelous March
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Did you know
North of 50 Lifestyle
Newsmagazine has a
website. You can find
this entire issue - and

over a year’s worth

of

past issues online at
www.northof50.com

British Sweets,

eductional toys,

occassion gifts,
handbags, hats,
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Heritage
Creek
Gifts &

(250) 546-309

specialty chocolates,
games and puzzles,

jewelry and watches,
glassware, special

scarves & pashminas.

zZm

Confectionary
2516 Patterson
Ave. Armstrong!

6

70,000 reasons

to get involved!
This is your chance to
make a difference for the
more than 70,000 British
Columbians who are
living with Alzheimer's
disease
or dementia.

The Alzheimer Society
of B.C. needs volunteers
now to help organize the
annual Investors Group

Walk for Memories
fundraising event in

Kelowna, which will be

held on
January 31, 2010.

To learn how you can
help, call Louise at
250-491-9404 or visit
www.walkformemories.
com.

Got a Story Idea?
North of 50 Lifestyle
Newsmagazine is about
honouring folks who've
made a contribution
to their communities,
professions and
families.

Know someone who
fits the bill?

Tell us about them:

1-877-667-8450
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HERITAGE CREEK

[ T
ROYAL LEPAGE
I 101 110111 1A
Downtown Realty

Elspeth Manning

250-309-1500

VERNON

=~ Armstrong’s

—

Best Kept Secret

542-3723
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LANDS(APE

Centre

Topsoil *Compst *Bark Mulches *Decorative Rock & Shale
*Sand & Gravel *Natural Rock & Stone *Flagstone *Concrete
*Pavers & Slabs *Retaining Wall Blocks
*Landscaping Supplies *Delivery Available
FREE ON SITE LOADING
4620 23rd Street, Vernon. 250-542-8191 or 250-308-8555

www.vernonlandscape.com

« Books & Journals « British Sweets « Candy Gift Trays « Childrens Clothing -
Daniel’s Chocolates - Toys & Games - Clocks & Wall Art - First Nations Art - Home
Decor - Jewellery - Music Boxes - Fashion Accessories - Handbags - Pashmina &
Scarves - And more greatgiftideas! 2516C Patterson Ave, Armstrong 250.546.3096
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RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

It isn't about our

There are a limited

P i MAGNIFICENT beauty number of "All Inclusive
ool ...although it is Suites" still available.
—
magnificent: CALL OUR MARKETING

COORDINATOR & BOOK
It isn't about our = YOUR SUITE TODAY.

FABULOUS cuisi
...altbougécil;lsme 250 832 0653

w fabulouws! 1 888 460 LAKE

Itisn't about our
INCREDIBLE staff
..although they

are tncredible!

For us, it's only about one thing...YOU! www.lakesidemanor.ca

LAKESIDE MANOR RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 681 HARBOURFRONT DRIVE NE SALMON ARM, BC

Simplifying can be

eauctiful

Suites Available Now ﬂw SRR Rt
Retirement
Summerland Seniors Village Call Penny Rafter for a tour 250.404.4304 Concepts

Kamloops Seniors Village 250.571.1804 Williams Lake Seniors Village 250.305.1131 www.retirementconcepts.com




